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The Christmas Fight 

It would seem that, in this mur- 
derous war between the British and 
the Boers, even Christmas day was 
stained with bloodshed, and deeply, 
too. One might have thought that 
the anniversary of the birth of our 
Lord, a day which all Christians hold 
in special reverence as a season 
of peace and goodwill toward men, 
might have been observed, at least 
by an informal suspension of hostili- 
ties, and Wednesday's dispatches 
from South Africa reported that this 
had been done ; but, according to 
later advices the war demon was un- 
willing to hold his hand for a day. 
A dispatch from Pretoria states that 
on Dec. 25 the British garrison of 
Mafeking made a sortie in an armored 
train and attacked one of the forts of 
the Boer besiegers with cannon and 
Maxim guns. The assailants were 
repulsed, after a stiff fight, in which 
they lost one hundred and nine men 
killed and wounded, while the Boers 
admit a loss of only two killed and 
seven wounded. Among the killed 
on the British side were Capt. Ver- 
non of the 60th rifles and Capt. Sand- 
ford, A. S. C, two officers who went 
out from England on special service, 
and were attached to Col. Baden- 
Powell's staff from the beginning of 
the siege ; among the wounded were 
Lord Edward Cecil, a son of the 
British Prime Minister, and Lord 
Charles Cavendish-Bentinck, a half- 
brother of the Duke of Portland. It 
will be seen that in this Christmas 
sortie gentle blood set a brave 
example, as, indeed, it has done 
throughout the war. 

There are good men on both sides, 
and, so far as personal courage counts, 
there is not, so far as we have noticed, 
any choice between them. The more 
the pity that such lives are put at risk 
and that no one seems able to stop 
the slaughter or even to set a term to 
it. Taking British and Boers to- 
gether, there will soon be near upon 
a quarter of a million men engaged 
in killing one another, in a quarrel, 
which, if reason had ruled the hour, 
should have been settled without 
burning a cartridge. This is the sorry 
spectacle which the world presents 
at the opening of the new year. Let 
us hope that some way will be dis- 
covered for reaching a pacific adjust- 
ment before the year reaches the end 
of its quarter. — Boston Herald. 



Red Cross Work in South 
African War. 

The American Committee to aid 
the Red Cross Work in the South 
African War in their circular say : 

Having learned that the Boers of 
the Republics in South Africa now 
engaged in war with the British em- 
pire are greatly deficient in hospitals 
and hospital supplies for caring for 
the wounded and suffering within 
their lines, this committee has been 
formed in response to a wish ex- 
pressed by many, for the purpose of 
affording a way by which the gifts 
of the American people for Red 
Cross work within the Boer lines may 
be sent to the right place. 

The British army, as we are in- 
formed, is well equipped with Red 
Cross facilities, but the Boer forces, 
we learn, are dependent almost wholly 
upon volunteer physicians .and sur- 
geons, a number so small that both 
the British and Boer wounded within 
the Boer lines must necessarily suffer. 

The committee has made arrange- 
ments for the present, at least, to 
make use of the Netherlands Red 
Cross, a responsible organization, 
already in the field, insuring the 
prompt and effective use of every 
dollar contributed. It will also avail 
itself of such other means of accom- 
plishing its object as may be advised 
by the Central Red Cross Committee 
at Geneva. 

Contributions for this humane ob- 
ject should be sent to Tunis G. 
Bergen, treasurer of the committee, 
No. 55 Liberty Street, New York. 
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Fisk Teachers' Agencies 

EVERETT 0. FISK & CO., Proprietors. 

Send to any of the following addresses for 
Agency Manual, FREE. 

4 Ashburton Place, Boston, Mass. 

156 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 
1041 32d Street, Washington, D. C. 

25 King Street, W., Toronto, Can. 
414 Century Building, Minneapolis, Minn. 
730 Cooper Building, Denver, Colo. 

420 Parrott Bldg., San Francisco, Cal 
525 Stvmson Block, Los Angeles, Cal. 



VIRGI NIA HO MES. 

You learn all about Virginia lands, 
soil, water, climate, resources, prod- 
ucts, fruits, berries, mode of cultiva- 
tion, prices, etc., by reading the 
Virginia Farmer. Send 10c, for 
three months subscription to 

FARMER CO., Emporia, Va. 



EUGENE Given Free 

W* I M~ I W% ' ^\ s to each person interested 
■ 1 1 1— 1-1 ^S S "* 8ubsc " l >ing to the Eu- 
[ ■ •■■■■■# ^# < gene Field Monument Sou- 
5 venir Fund. Subscribe any 
^%^B F MJ^" < amount desired. Subscrip- 
r ||P HH ^% < tions as low as $1.00 will 
• ^J fc HI ^^ S entitle donor to this daintily 

A ^ ^^ ? artistic volume 

V7 |||| "field Flowers" 
™ ■ ilHlj (cloth bound, 8 x 11), as a 
me. ,**. *, mm < certificate of subscription to 

Wm £%m%MM < fund. Book contains a selec- 

■ClIllfK s tion of Field's best and most ■ 

Jmw %0 %J m\ ? representative works and is ' 

ready for delivery. 

But for the noble contri- 
bution of the world's great- 
est artists this book could [ 
not have been manufact- 
ured for lesB than $7.00. 

The Fund created is di- 
vided equally between the \ 
. family of the late Eugene . 
Field and the Fund for the building of a monument 
to the memory of the beloved poet of childhood. 
Address 
EUGENE FIELD MONUMENT SOUVENIR FUND, 
(Also at Book stores) 180 Monroe St., Chicago. 

If you also wish to send postage, enclose 10 cts. 



. THE Book of the cen- 
tury. Handsomely il- 
lustrated by thirty- 

- , two of the World's 
Greatest Artists. 
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A FOUR P AGE MONTHLY PAPER FOB 
CHILDREN ANT> YOUNG PEOPLE. 




ILLUSTRATED. 



Devoted to Peace, Temperance, 
Good Morals, Good Manners. 



Thoroughly Christian, but unde- 
nominational. 

Bright, fresh and attractive, but 
free from over-exciting, sensational 
reading. 

Just the thing for Bible Schools 
and Mission Work. 



Price, 15 Cents a Year for jingle 
Copies. 

Five Copies to one address, 10 Cents 
Each. 

Twenty-five or more Copies to one 
address, 8 Cents per Copy. 



Address, 

The Angel of Peace, 

3 Somerset St., Boston. 



